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Close examination of the study files and vegetation cover and density data revealed two inconsistencies between the original Study Plan and the actual performance of the study and the data used in the statistical analysis that was reported in Martin S.C. and Severson K. S., 1988. Vegetation response to the Santa Rita grazing system. Journal of Rangeland Management. 41: 291-295.

The first inconsistency was the use of transects for plant cover, density, and production. More transects were attributed to the study than were actually used. Transects 1, 2, 3, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 18, 36, 37, 38, 41, 42, and 43 in Pasture 6A and transects 51-60 in Pasture 6B were listed in the original Study Plan, but they were not used in the final analysis.

The second inconsistency was the assignment of pastures to the grazing system rotation. The original Study Plan identified three blocks of four pastures. The blocks represented elevation differences. The four pastures in each block were assigned to separate treatments: yearlong (YL), rotation starting with 4 months of grazing in Nov 1972 (SR1), rotation starting with 4 months of rest in Nov 1972 followed by 8 months of grazing (SR2), and rotation starting with 12 months of rest in Nov 1972 (SR3).
The original Study Plan assigned pastures to these four treatments (YL, SR1, SR2, and  SR3) as follows:

Block 1: YL= pasture 8, SR1=pasture 22, SR2=pasture 21, and SR3=pasture 1;

Block 2: YL= pasture 2N, SR1= pasture 2S, SR2=pasture 6A, and SR3=pasture 6B;

Block 3: YL=pasture 5N, SR1=pasture 3, SR2=pasture 5S, and SR3=pasture 12B.

The actual assignment of pasture to these rotation treatments was as follows:

Block 1: YL= pasture 8, SR1=pasture 21, SR2=pasture 1, and SR3=pasture 22;

Block 2: YL= pasture 2N, SR1= pasture 6A, SR2=pasture 2S, and SR3=pasture 6B;

Block 3: YL=pasture 5N, SR1=pasture 5S, SR2=pasture 3, and SR3=pasture 12B.

All re-analysis of this study should apply these transect and pasture assignment to the analysis.

